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of commerce and offices. I gladly accepted his kind-
ness, and was able, I think, to render service that
made him at any rate content to have given me a fresh
start in life! '

No sooner had he grasped his new work in the West
of England than Railton began to cast about for some-
thing to do for the Lord. This was not difficult to
find,^ and he considers that he had all the opportunities
that a lad of twenty could well desire for labouring
publicly as well as privately for his Saviour. His
Sundays were well filled. He averaged fourteen miles
walking, and had always two and often three Services*

A year later he accepted a post with an uncle at
Stockton-on-Tees, and this led him into still wider
fields of influence and spiritual service. He was a
good man of business, and fully satisfied his employers,
for to him * not slothful in business * was as much a
Divine command as * pray without ceasing.'

At the end of six months, therefore, he was trans-
ferred to more important work at Middlesbrough,
and here he preached his trial sermon and passed his
' examination ' as a full)*- accredited local preacher.
Would that some one present could have #iven us
information about that sermon, which had for its
basis the unusual text from Third Epistle of John,
verse 10: * If I come, I will remember his deeds which
he doeth, prating against us with malicious words/
He remembered very little about it himself. Me only
knew that he had to be very careful not to fall ink) the
snare of trying to please men, even with the pure
motive of gaining a wider field of influence. He also
remembered that he made a declaration of war upon
modern as against old-fashioned Methodism, and that
there was no firstly, secondly, or thirdly, nor any
introduction about it; all was experience" and appli-
cation.

As the audience largely consisted of officials or
members of the society the address must have ba*n
illuminating to them! That it was delivered in the
Spirit of Jesus Christ, and was free from youthful